
Amendment to the Customs Law Increases
the Risk of Seizure Due to Value
Discrepancies
On  October  23,  2026,  a  decree  amending  the  Customs  Law  was  published  in  the  Official  Gazette  of  the
Federation, modifying the ground for precautionary seizure due to value discrepancies and the mechanisms for
its substitution. These measures seek to combat undervaluation in imports.

Precautionary seizure due to value discrepancies
The amendment to Article 151, section VII, eliminates the general 50% threshold for precautionary seizure when
the value declared in the import customs declaration is lower than the transaction value of identical or similar
goods, so any downward value difference could give rise to such seizure.

However, the transitional provisions provide that the customs authorities will determine, through administrative
provisions, the goods and the procedure to which the new ground for seizure will apply, as well as the goods for
which percentage thresholds for value differences may be established for seizure to apply. These provisions must
be  published  no  later  than  December  31,  2026,  and  will  be  decisive  in  defining  the  practical  scope  of  the
amendment.

Substitution of seizure
Substitution of the seizure may be requested within ten business days following notification of the initiation of the
proceeding, in the following cases:

If the value difference is less than 20%, the seizure may be substituted by a cash deposit or a customs guarantee
account.

If the difference is equal to or greater than 20%, substitution will only be available through a cash deposit.

In both cases, the amount will correspond to the taxes, duties and countervailing duties that would accrue as a
result of the value difference.

Entry into force and preparation
The decree provides for its entry into force on January 1, 2027.

We recommend that importers review their customs valuation methodologies and documentation, particularly in
related-party transactions or those involving material variations in prices, royalties, or other elements affecting
the declared value. This review will make it possible to identify potential differences and prepare the supporting
documentation for their transactions before the amendment enters into force.
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S I N C E R E L Y
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Mexico City, October 26, 2026.

The information contained in this note does not constitute, nor is it intended to constitute, nor shall be construed as legal advice on the topic or subject
matter covered herein. This note is intended for general informational purposes only. To obtain legal advice on a particular matter in connection with this
topic, please contact one of our attorneys referred to herein.
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